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Gray’s Inn, Mar. 2, 1754. 


Illum non Populi Fafces, non purpura Regum 

Flexit, et infidos agitans difcordia Fratres, 

Aut conjurato defcendens Dacus ab Iftro; 

Non res Romane perituraque Regna, nec ille 

Aut doluit miferans inopem, aut invidit babenti. 
VIRG. 
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AQ Nee HE Stoic Philofophy was by many of 
oe OES eo) %)% the Antients efteemed the Height of hu- 
"ee R SE Goh man Wifdom, the fure Road to Happi- 
. SS ls ae nefs, and the laft Finifhing and Apotheo- 
ce ee fis of an exalted Charaéter. Its Excel- 
a ete CW 2 lence confifted, not in the Suppreffion or 
ay oN IN >Ogaxt. due Government of the Paffions, but in 

extirpating them totally from the human 
Heart ;* by which means the Seat of feeling, and Source of eve- 
ry exquifite Pleafure, as well as tender Pain, was rendered 
quite callous and infenfible, and fuffered to move only with the 
Flux and Reflux of the Blood, without being agitated with any 
Kind of Senfation whatever. Our excellent Poet has given us 


avery picturefque Defcription of this notable Syftem of Philo- 
fophy, 
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In lazy Apathy let Stoics boaft 

Their Virtue fix’d; *tis fix’d as ina Froft, 
Contraétted all retiring to the Breaft ; 

But Strength of Mind is Exercife not Reft. 


Ir. is whitfical to imagine that an abfolute Repugnance to 
the Laws of Nature, and the Want of thofe Feelings, which are 
the beft Ingredients in our Compofition, can in any Way con- 


ftitute an exalted Character. Vita fecundum Naturam, a Life 
conformable to the Laws of Nature, is Tu/h’s Definition of a 


moral as well as an happy. State. Certain it is, the Elegance 
of a well-turned Mind, a Relifh for Virtue, and the Practice 
of the focial Paffions, muft arife from thofe Senfations, which 
Nature has implanted in us, as Excitements to Action, and 
inlets for due Degrees of Pleafure and Pain. Without thefe, 
our moft refined Gratifications muft fuffer a confiderable A- 
batement; the pleafing Anxieties of virtuous Friendfhip, the 
srateful Sollicitude of Love, the melancholy Luxury of ten- ~ 
der Compaffion, and the Delights which we derive from a 
well-wrought Scene of Diftrefs in an affecting Tragedy, mutt 
all lofe their Influence, and the Mind fink into a dull State 


of Infenfibility. For my Part I have always had a fovereign 
Contempt for the unfeeling pedantic Wifdom of thofe unna- 


tural Followers of a brutal Philofophy, nor could I ever ad- 
mire their ridiculous Oftentation of a towering Superiority of 
Soul. That this is alfo the Senfe of the greater Part of Man- 
kind, is very vifible from that foporifiic Awe, with which 


they behold Perfonages of this Caft, when interwove into the 
Drama; while Characters of a mixed Nature, in whom the 


Paffions are in a beautiful Struggle between Virtue and Vice, 
are always fure to feize the Affections of an Audience, and 
intereft every Heart in the Fortunes of the Hero thus repre-. 
fented. | 
VIRGIL has tranfmitted to us a Picture of the Comple- 

tion of that Happinefs, which was the exalted Boaft of the. 
Stoics: In the Words of my Motto, he tells us that the Per- 
(on, whom he defcribes in the Poffeffion of true Felicity, is 

never touched with popular Efteem, or the dazling Splendor’ 


of the regal State; that Difference between Brothers, Con- 


ipiracies againft his Country, or the Decline of the Con- 
ftitution; never difturb his Breaft; nor is he ever made un- 
eafy by Compaffiion for the Indigent, or ftung with Envy of 
the great. This is a Character totally different from the a- 
miable Sketch by his Brother Poet of the Man, who confi- 
ders. the Relations in which he ftands to Society, and feels 
for all Mankind. The negative Enjoyments above defcribed 

can 
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can refult from nothing but an abfolute Indifference to our 


Fellow Creatures, and is fo far from being commendable, thar 
in my opinion it is equalled by every Debauchee in Town. 
I was lately in Company with one of this Clafs, who appeared 
to me to be a very great Proficient in the ftoic Philofophy, 
and to have carried into his Practice, every Branch of the 
foregoing Syftem, and, as a further Inftance of the Excel- 
lence of the ftoic School, I fhall here prefent my Readers 
with a CharaCker of a Philofophic Rake. 

_FACK WILDAITR is poffefled of a Fortune, which 
might enable him to live with Splender, or to profecute any 
Enterprize in the Service of his Country; he has alfo the 
Advantages of Birth, to render him reputable in the Eye of 
the World; but Jike a true Philofopher he never placed any 
Value upon thefe happy Circumftances. "With a noble Con- 
tempt for Riches, he fquanders away his Subftance in a Man- 
ner which fhews him to be above the mean Ambition of 
popular Applaufe; and, inftead of being arrogantly elated 
with the Thoughts of his high Birth, he affociates with the 
loweft of Mankind, fo fuperior is he to thofe little Senfations 
of Pride which might be apt to play about the Heart of 
a Man of worldly Vanity. Contented in his own Mind he 
never condefcended to court the Favour of his Countrymen 
at‘an Eleétion for Member of Parliament. The populi Fafces 
have never had any Attraction for ack Wildair, and fo 
little is he touched with the Splendor of Majefty, that he does 
not care for any King in Europe. While all our Politicians 
have made the two Brethers the conttant Object of their At- 
tention, he is little follicitous whether there be a Difference 
between them or not. ‘The. Fortifications of Dunguerque, the 
Depredations of the Spaniards in the Wef-Indies upon our 
Merchantmen, the Election of the King of the Romens, the 
Equipment of French Fleets, and all the other Points of 
Moment, which engrofs the Thoughts of our prefent Race 
of Patriots, never once difcompofed the Serenity of his 
Mind. Liberty and Property are to him unideal Sounds, and 
if Magna Charia was burned by the common Hangman, 
it would not occafion the leaft Gloom in our Hero’s Soul. 
He can alfo behold the Diftreffes of the Indigent, the cor- 
roding Anxieties of Poverty, moft Stoic-like, without a fingle 
Sigh. Nec deluit miferans inopem;, and fo far from being en- 
viaus of another’s fuperior Affluence, ack would not care he 
was thrown at a Diftance by every Individual of his Acquain- 
tance in all the Arts and Embellifhments of Life. 
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Nor does the Firmnefs of Wildeir’s Mind reft here. He 
can vifit all the Brothels in this Metropolis, without feeling 
the leaft Degree of Uneafinefs. He can behold, undifturbed 
by any of thofe tender Touches, which might agitate weaker 
Breafts, an elegant Form, and the moft beautiful Set of 
Features falling a Prey to Infamy, Difeafes Proftitution, and 
as the antient Worthies thought it a noble Atchievement to- 
tally to forget the Man, in order to raife their philofophic 
Fame to ‘an higher Degree of Eminence, fo our modern Stoic 
can fupprefs | eg eR. Affections, which might lead him to 
a Regard for his own. Character Family, and Fortune, and 
facies to all thofe tender Ties, in the Rake he can alfo forget 
the Man. ‘ack Wildair is a very Roman in that Point ; He 
is an excellent Praétitioner of Horace’s golden Rule to ad- 
mire nothing, and if confined to the Bed of Sicknefs, to _re- 


pair the Wafte made by Folly and Intemperance, he is fure 
to fpend his Time in a Series of moral Reflections. He 


wilely obferves that all Pleafure is fugitive, that the Rever- 
fion of Pain falls to every Man’s Lot, and that the Con- 
dition of human Life is frail and uncertain. When his 
Health returns, he indulges in all the Sallies of his wild 
Imagination, to fhew that, like /riftippus, he can aadpt him- 
felf to every Situation. 

Fack has frequently been prefent, when his Friends have 
heen diftraéted by all the Tortures of Mind, with which 
the gaming Fury afflicts her Votaries, and yet he was ne- 
ver known to be in the leaft uneafy for any of them ; on 
the contrary he has been obferved, to become a laughing Phi- 
lofopher upon many of thofe Occafions, fome certain Ideas 
of Recreation offering themfelves to his Mind; and indeed 
in all Oceurrences of Life every Thing is fure to fuggeft 
to him thofe Reflections, which are moftc ciliee to Secu hie 
own Happinefs, to prevent the ruffled State arifing from 
conflicting Paffions, to preferve the even Tenor of his Thoughts 
to reconcile him to himfelf, and enable him to poffefs his 
Soul in Eafe, Tranquillity and Chearfulnefs. 

This Character of a modern-Town Philofopher contains, 
in my Opinion, all the Branches of the much boafted ftoic 
Syfttem, and all the leading Principles of Happinefs, which 
it inculcates, are carried by the Gentleman, whom I have 
defcribed, to a much greater Height of Wifdom and Feli- 
city, than they ever were by the moft rigid Follower of 
the ftoic Academy, infomuch as the modern Hero grafts 
his Happinefs on the Paffiens, which he plays againft one 
another, and in that Senfe may be faid to live fecundum na- 
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tuvam, whereas the. antient Stoic endeavoured to fubvert the 
very Elements of our being, and among that Se&, he was 
the moft exalted Worthy, who was the moft divefted of Hu- 
manity. N. 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE, 


To Cuarves Rancer, Ef; 
STIR, 


I AM anold Man, and was formerly very fond of theatrical Amuile- 
ments, but of late Years my Inclination that way fettled entirely 
into a Love of Sir ‘fobn Falfaff. I came to Town about a Fortaight 
fince, and took a Lodging in Charles-Street, where I intended to re- 
main, untill Mr. Ryan’s Benefit, in Hopes of feeing Mr. Quin perform 
it for his old Friend. But I find by your Paper that I am not to ex- 
pect that Pleafure, and fooner than I fhould return difappointed, I fhould 
take it asa Favour, if you would order fome one of the Aétors to 
play the Part this Spring. If you do this I fhall think you a fine young 
Fellow, and your Compliance will oblige 


Sir, your moft obedient Servant 


Isaac JOLLY. 


I am not willing to iffue out my Commands upon this Occafion, 
but if Mr. Shuter will undertake it for his Benefit, I am _ perfwaded, 
he will give great Entertainment to his Friends, and with the Acceffion 
of more Fat and Experience, I do not doubt but he may arrive to 
great Perfection in that humorous Character. 


From my Regifter-Office, Mar, 2. 


This Week was publifhed a Poem, entitled the Re/ref, occafioned by 
the Complaint, or Night Thoughts. This Piece, if my Intelligence does 
not deceive me, is written by Mr. ‘ones, Author of the Earl of Effex, 
and contains many warm Paflages, which denote a very lively Imagi- 
nation. Tho’ Iam of Opinion that the Night Thoughts carry on a 
fine Train of moral Obfervations, yet I cannot help thinking that they 
are wrapt up in too much Gloom, and as there are many melan- 
choly Souls in this Town, it is poflible they may be too potent for 
fuch Spirits, and therefore an Antidote is highly neceflary. I there- 
fore embrace this Occafion to inform my Countrymen, that they may 
find Relief in the Performance lately publifhed, the Scope of it being to 
reconcile us to our Station in this Life, by prefenting to our Imaginations 
beautiful Scenes of Nature, and enlivening our Underftandings with” a if 


comfortable Philofophy, and amiable Ideas of a fuperintendant Being, iF 
diffufing his Benevolenee through all Creation. | 
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Court of cenforial Enquiry 27. Feb. 

This Day the Seffions opened here, When obn Claffic was indited 
at the Bar of this Court, for that-he went on Saturday laft to the Tragedy 
of Conftantine the Great, and then and there, without Tafte or Decency, 
afleep did fall, in the Face of a very polite Audience, “c. The Caufe 
was opened by Councellor Candid, who urged that fuch Behaviour is at any 
Time highly culpable, but more particularly ata new Piece, written by a 
valuable Author, and abounding with many elegant Paflages. After this 
the Witnefles were examined. 


WILLIAM WATCHFUL fworn. 


I was at fome Diftance from the Prifoner, and in the beginning I thought 
he looked very conceited, frequently drawing up his Head behind a double 
Chin, and twifting it about with great Appearance of Affectation. Upon 
a clofer View of him, I perceived he was faft afleep, which I thought 
very indecent, 

Miss Prim _ /worn. 
I went to the Play dreffed out like any Thing—and as nice as Hands 
could make me—and the Prifoner at the Bar fat next to me, and he deftroyed 
the whole Fabric of my Hair—You did you ugly Thing—and I hope this 
Court will infli€&t a proper Punifhment upon him for his Rudenefs—You 
great Bear of a Man—you deferve it—that’s what you do— 


PRISONER’s Defence, 


May it pleafe this honourable Court; I am ready to plead Guilty as to 
the Matter of Faét, but with Regard to the Crime, I think I am perfeétly 
innocent. ‘That I did fleep, ‘it is moft true; true I fnored ; for fince this 
Head of mine had feven Years pith, till now fome fix Moons watted, I 
never faw a play fo ill aéted. I could not underftand half what paffed, but 
I defy Malice to prove that I ever nodded while Mr. Barry was on the 
Stage. In Regard to the Author I muft own, that if every other Part had 
been fo well aéted, I fhould have had a very elegant Entertainment, and I 
muft add, that I think the Town did not do common Juftice toa Piece 
deferving of their Encouragement. Verdict Not GuiLTy. 

Drury Lane, Marchi. 


The new Tragedy of Virginia is performed to fuch Advantage, that it 
is no Wonder it draws a numerous Audience every Night. “Some Strokes 
of Mr. Garricé’s in the laft AC, to fpeak af them in the Terms they deferve, 
are equal to any Thing he ever did an the Stage. Mr. Adofap fupports his 
Character with juft Elocution; Mr. Ro/s gains great Reputation in his Part, 
and Mrs. Cibber, by her affecting Manner of dying, fhews herfelf a pow- 
erful Miftrefs of the Pathetic. Add to this that a new Aéctrefs, with a 
pleafing Form, and good Voice, is a further Addition tothe Entertainment, 
‘not to mention that an humorous Prologue by Mr. Garrick, and a very 
ingenious Epilogue fpoken with a Perfection of Pleafantry by Mrs. Cibber, 
render the whole highly agreeable to the Public. 





ptinted for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 
J. BOUQUET in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may be had the 
ermer Numbers. 














